
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDTJR 91-136

AN ORDER REQUIRING USS - POSCO INDUSTRIES, PITTSBURG, CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY, TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM VIOLATING WASTE
DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED IN ORDER NO. 88-085

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. On May 18, 1988, the Regional Board adopted Order No. 88-085 (NPDES No.
CA0005002), prescribing waste discharge requirements for USS - Posco
Industries, Pittsburg (hereinafter referred to as the discharger).

2. The discharger operates a steel finishing plant. Final products include zinc,
tin and chrome-coated steel strip. Processes used in the finishing are
electrolytic tinning and chroming, pickling with hydrochloric and sulfuric
acid, hot coat galvanizing, cold rolling, alkaline cleaning and annealing.

3. The discharger currently discharges an average of 7.7 million gallons per day
(MGD) of combined process wastewaters, cooling tower blowdown, and
during periods of wet weather, stormwater runoff. Treatment of this waste,
designated Waste 001, includes chemical precipitation with lime,
sedimentation, and neutralization. Waste 001 is discharged to New York
Slough, which is up-estuary to Suisun Bay. Waste 001 is discharged through
an exposed pipe with no diffuser, and is considered to be a shallow water
discharge.

4. The discharger completed a modernization program of their steel finishing
plant and their wastewater treatment facilities at the end of 1989. A number
of significant process additions and deletions were completed, including the
addition of cooling towers. The latter have greatly reduced the wastewater
flow, which historically averaged 18 MGD. The discharger also made
improvements to their wastewater treatment plant. Tankage was added to
replace settling and pH adjustment ponds, and a new-pump-station and oil
separation tank were added too.

5. Effluent Limitation A.2. of Order 88-085 states that:

"The survival of test fishes in 96-hour parallel continuous flowthrough
bioassays of the discharge of Waste 001 shall achieve a median of 90 percent
survival for three consecutive samples and a 90 percentile value of not less
than 70 percent for 10 consecutive samples for each of two species."




















